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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Swanzey Planning Board 
Meeting Minutes – June 14, 2018 

 
Note:  Draft Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by the Board. Review and approval of Minutes generally takes place at the next 
regularly scheduled meeting of the Board. 
 
The regular meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Glenn Page at 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey, NH.  Members present:  Glenn Page, Scott Self, Don Skiba, Richard 
Sainsbury, Michael York and Alternate John Baz-Dresch. The Chair took the roll and read aloud the agenda 
for the meeting.  
 
Absent:  Jane Johnson, Selectmen’s Representative Bill Hutwelker, Alternate Jim McConnell and Alternate 
Liz Traynor 
 
The Chair seated Baz-Dresch for Johnson 
 
Others Present:   
Interim Director of Planning and Community Development Carol Ogilvie, Janette York 
 
Minutes:   

Minutes from May 24, 2018 were considered. Motion was made by Self to approve the minutes of 
May 24, 2018. There was a second to the motion by Skiba and no further discussion. All were in 
favor. Motion passed. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Robert Stryker Application for Home Occupation 
The Planning Board considered a Home Occupation Application submitted by Robert Stryker for property 
located at 45 Cobble Hill Road and situated in the Business District and shown at Tax Map 72, Lot 95.  The 
applicant wishes to utilize a portion of the dwelling as a home office for insurance adjusting. 
 
Discussion: Page said there is no need for parking spaces for this business.  No deliveries to be expected 
and the applicant wishes to use 150 square feet of his home for office space.  
 

Motion was made by Skiba to approve the Home Occupation request of Robert Stryker for property 
located at 45 Cobble Hill Road, situated in the Business District and shown at Tax Map 72, Lot 95, 
for using a portion of the dwelling as a home office for insurance adjusting. There was a second to 
the motion by Self and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Ryan Avery Application for Home Occupation 
The Planning Board considered a Home Occupation Application submitted by Ryan Avery for property 
located at 36 South Road, situated in the Residence District and shown at Tax Map 31, Lot 3.  The applicant 
wishes to utilize a portion of the basement for a home office. 
 
Discussion:  Page said the home office will have no customers and no deliveries, and no sign. Self said it is a 
straight-forward application. 
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Motion was made by Self to approve the Home Occupation request of Ryan Avery for property 
located at 36 South Road, situated in the Residence District and shown at Tax Map 31, Lot 3 for use 
of a portion of the premises for a home office. There was a second to the motion by Skiba and no 
further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Larry Sportelo Application for Home Occupation 
The Planning Board considered a Home Occupation Application submitted by Larry Sportelo for property 
located at 75 Arrowcrest Drive, situated in the Residence District and shown at Tax Map 20, Lot 153-5.  The 
applicant wishes to establish an office in the home. 
 
Discussion: Page said this applicant has a business which operates out of a truck.  He said there will be no 
customers to the house and truck will be parked behind house. 
 

Motion was made by Self to approve the Home Occupation request of Larry Sportelo for property 
located at 75 Arrowcrest Drive, situated in the Residence District and shown at Tax Map 20, Lot 
153-5 for use of a portion of the premises for a home office.  There was a second to the motion by 
Skiba and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
DISCUSSION/OTHER BUSINESS 
Review of HB 1533 regarding termination of unexercised variances and special exceptions  
There was a discussion about House Bill 1533 allowing Planning Boards to terminate all variances should 
the authorization not be exercised within 2 years. Ogilvie asked the Board whether there were any 
authorizations that they knew of that needed to be revisited, given the terms of the Bill.  Page noted that 
the Town of Swanzey already has a two year limit on use of a variance or special exception, with the 
opportunity to extend the authorization by request to the Zoning Board of Adjustment.  No action was 
taken by the Planning Board. 
 
Reactivation of the Master Plan Steering Committee  
Page said the folks on the Committee were Page, Scott Self, and Don Skiba and although Jane Johnson had 
expressed interest in being part of the Committee she never attended any of the meetings.  It was agreed 
to contact Jane Johnson to see if she wants to be on the Committee. Page noted that the Planning Board 
could include some members of the public.  Skiba suggested waiting until the new Planner is hired in order 
to review the Master Plan with that person and then perhaps invite a member of the public. There was a 
brief discussion about the Committee doing the work to recommend a Planner to the Selectmen, who has 
the ultimate decision on who to hire. Page said he agreed with Skiba about waiting for the new hire to 
review the Master Plan.  The last update was done in 2003.  
 

Motion was made by Skiba to do nothing further about reactivation of the Master Plan Steering 
Committee until such time as a new Director of Planning and Community Development is hired by 
the Selectmen, at which time the Committee will review the Master Plan with her or him, second 
by Self.  All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
There was a brief discussion about the vacant former Homestead Mill. 
 
Next Meeting:  June 28, 2018 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn was made by Skiba.  There was a second to the motion by Self with all in favor. Motion 
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passed.  Adjournment occurred at 6:18 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary   
 


